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Dear Culture Contrarian:

“Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife of your youth,” Proverbs 5:18.

In the context of Proverbs 5, Solomon uses half a dozen different terms for water sources. “Fountain” in Proverbs 5:18 refers to a substantial source of water that comes up and spreads out. He is referring here to the blessings of children that come from one’s wife. May these children be blessed by the Lord and by their parents. The husband is commanded to rejoice in his wife whom he took when he was young. The preposition translated “with” is actually a partitive min and is typically translated “from.” The husband rejoices in the children that come from the wife of his youth. 

Remember, this instruction comes in the midst of multiple negative statements that graphically describes immoral behavior and “all the evil” (5:14) that comes from moral failure. This is in stark contrast to our culture of immorality. Spend some time in Proverbs 5 and 7 to see the dark, destructive side of immorality. Few things are more precious than to reflect, as an old man, on the gracious wife of your youth who brought you children who love and respect their parents. 

If you enjoy these contrary to culture articles, you may find them all at http://www.bethanybible.com/culture.html

Join us tonight from 7-8 for a study in Proverbs. Come early for some pizza. Today is national pizza day.


